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Abstract 



The method involves feeding the printing ink before printing commences to printing rollers exclusively 
from the ink fountain through ink doctor zones controlling the required zonal flow of ink. The Inking roller 
system has ink rollers (4). ink fountain (1). adjustable ink pump (6) and adjustable inking zones (3) which 
are controlled remotely or according to data transmitted from the printing plate. Before printing 
commences ink for a specific number of filling cycles is fed to the system or for a specific time The 
speed of rotation of the Ink doctor is set according to the printed material/printing ink combination. 
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(B4) Dav^oe for the quantity-regulated 
supply of ink to a ductor cylinder of an 
offset printing machine 

(67) A capacJtlve proximity switch (7) is 
usod to detect the level of ink in an ink 
duct of a printing machine, and thus 
control the addition of regulated quanti- 
ties of ink. The switch 7 is preferably 
placed so that it is associated with a 
region 6 which, in use, develops an 
upward swell due to operation of the 
machine. The regulated addition may 
be from a step-wise activated piston- 
and-cyllnder device, preferat>ly formed 
as a reptaoaable cartndge. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Device for the quantity-regulated supply of ink to a 
ductor cylinder of an offeet printing machina 

5 

Ths invention relates to a device forthe quantity- 
regulated supply of ink to a ductor cyirnder of an 
offset printing machine which dips into an ink bath 
to which there is connected an apparatus for adding 

10 regulated quantities of ink, which apparatus is 
controlled by means of a distance sensor by an 
apparatus for monitoring the level of the Ink bath. 

The quantity-regulated addition of printing Ink 
causes considerable dffffcuWes in offisat printing 

15 machines in pnactics. The reason for this consists 
primarily in that the printing Ink on the one hand is 
relatively thickly liquid and possesses approximately 
the viscosity of honey and on the other hand Is 
electrically non-conductive, so that electrically or 

20 Inductively working measuring sensors cannot be 
used, in the case of large commercial offset printing 
machines rt is known to monitor the level of the ink 
bath by means of a reflex pneumatic switch and to 
add ink when necessary in dependence upon the 

25 ascertained level. Such refiex pneumatic switches 
are relatively trouble-prone, since they can no longer 
operate if once they should dip Into the ink bath. 
Especially the openings which receive the air reflex 
jet then block, so that the reflex pneumatic switch 

30 must first be cleaned If it is to be capable of 

functioning again. Moreover the pneumatic signal 
obtained from the reflex pneumatic switch must be 
converted into an electric signal before It can be 
used by the apparatus for the addition of the ink. 

35 Thus such devices become really costly^ so that their 
use is too expensive and not reasonable in small 
offset printing appliances, especial^ in what are 
called office printers. Up to the present there is no 
device for quantity-regulated ink addition which is 

40 really capable of pratlcal function specifically for 
such small offset machines^ so that the correct 
addition of ink is left laregly to the skill of the 
operatorof this apparatus. In practice this leads to 
considerable difficulties, since offsetprinting appar- 

45 atu&es react very sensitively to over-dosage or ink 
starvation. Here It becomes especially unfavourably 
noticeable specifically in these apparatuses that the 
volume of the Ink baths allocated to theductor 
cylinders must be relatively slight in the small 

50 apparatuses, so that ink starvation can occur rela- 
tively quickly In larger runs. 

The invention is based upon the problem of 
producing a device for the quantity-regulated supply 
of Ink which on the one hand functions operationally 

55 reliably and on the other hand can be produced with 
low economic expense, so that It can be used even 
with small apparatuses. 

According to the invention a capacltlve proximity 
switch is provided as distance sensor 

60 Such a capacltlve proximity switch is not depen- 
dent upon the electrical conductivity of the ink, so 
that it responds even in the case of the electrically 
non-conductiv printing Ink. Moreover It Is insuscep- 
tible to faults, especially since there is no harm to its 

65 perating capacity if It sh uld dip occasionally Into 
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the ink. 

In advantageous development of the invention it Is 
provided that the proximity switch is associated with 
a zone of the ink bath where an upward swell of the 

70 ink develops when the ductor cylinder is in rotation. 
It can be observed that an upward swell forms in the 
immediate vicinity of the ductor cylinder as soon as 
the latter is running. Especially in small apparatuses 
with correspondingly small volume of the ink bath, 

76 this upward swell leads to a great variation of level 
which Is exploited In accordance with the develop- 
ment of the invention so that no incorrect dosage 
takes place. 

In further expedient development of the invention 
80 It is provided that the proximity switch is arranged 
centrally between two ink supply nozzles which are 
arranged at a distance from one another which 
corresponds, at least approximately, to half of the 
length of the ductor cylinder The use of two Ink 
85 supply nozzles has the advantage that relatively 
large cross-sections can be used which are corres- 
pondingly insusceptible to blockage by drying up of 
the ink or the like. Drying up of the ink in the region 
of the ink supply nozzles can also be prevented in 
SO that the ink supply nozzles are so arranged that they 
practically always dip into the ink bath. 

In order to produce th© entire device with especial- 
ly good value for money. In further development of 
the invention it is provided that as quantlty- 
95 regulating pump there serves a replaceable cartridge 
which contains a piston which can be advanced step 
by step, by a predetermined distance each time, by 
means of an advancer device. The use of a cartridge 
has the advantage that the replenishment of the ink 

100 supply can be carried out, by replacement of the 
cartridge, very simply even by persons not specially 
trained, without the danger of the person concerned 
or the apparatus being soiled. 
In order to provide an especially simple advancer 

105 device it is provided in further development of the 
Invention that the advancer device comprises a 
piston rod which is held by means of a detent devlcoi 
eonneetable with the piston of the cartridge and 
connected to an advancer drive system. It is esps- 

1 10 dally simply possible here for known appliances to 
be used which are known In the form of extmder 
gums forthe application by extrusion of sealing 
composition or the like. Then it Is only necessary to 
provide that an advancer drive system is attached in 

115 place of manual actuation. 

In order to prevent destruction of the apparatus 
after the content of the cartridge is used up, In 
further development of the Invention it Is provided 
that With the piston rod there is associated an end 

1 20 switch which responds to the maximum advance 
position and intervenes In the advancer drive 
system. 

Since the proximity switch measures the level of 
the Ink bath In the region of the upward swell, 

1 25 addition of Ink must be initiated only after the 
upward swell has developed. For this reason, in 
advantageous development f the Invention, it Is 
provided that the advancer drive control device 
connected to the proximity swithch is equlppped 

130 with a timing element which liberates the signal of 
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the proximity switch only with a tinriQ delay after the 
switching on of the apparatus/ for an evaluation. 
This timing element is expediently set so that ttie 
signal of the proximity switch can be evaluated only 
5 after a time interval of about 30 seconds, since then 
the possibility is precluded of Ink being supplied if 
only a short run for example often copies is to be 
produced. 

Further features and advantages of the invention 

1 0 appear from the following description of a form of 
embodiment which is illustrated in the drawing, and 
from the Sub-Claims. 

Figure 1 shows a section through a part of a device 
in accordance with the invention, in the region of a 

15 ductorcylinderof a small offset machine. 

Figure 2 ^hows a partial plan view of Rgure 1,and 
Figure 3 shows a partially sectional veiw of a 
quantity-regulating pump pertaining to the device 
according to Figures 1 and 2. 

20 In Rgure 1 a ductor cylinder 1 is shown which 
rotates in a dish 2 whicli possesses an oblique inner 
wall. Ink is charged into a wedge-shaped gap 
between the oblique Inner wad of the dish 2 and the 
ductor cylinder 1 and forms an ink bath. In the rest 

25 position the ink is at the level indicated by the 

straight dot-and-dash tine 3. On the dish 2 there are 
fictad blades 4 associated with the ductor cylinder, 
the pressure of which blades against the ductor 
cylinder 1 can be adjusted by means of a plurality of 

30 adjusting screws 5. With the aid of these adjusting 
screws and the blades 4 it is possible to adjust the 
quantity of ink entrained by the ductor cylinder 1. 
The peripheral zone of the ductor cylinder remote 
from the oblique face of the dish 2 is exposed. An 

35 ink-transfercylinder(not8hown) is applied during 
printing to this peripheral zone. 

When the ductor cylinder 1 is driven (rotation 
direction anti-clockwise in Rgure 1), then the Ink 
bath varied Its level. It has appeared that by reason of 

40 the slight viscosity of the ink an upward swell, 

indicated by the chain line 6 in Figure 1, forms in the 
region of the ductor cylinder 1. This upward swell 
reaches its full si?e, which thereafter no longer 
varieSi afterthree to four revolutions of the ductor 

45 cylinder 1. 

The quantity of ink In the approximately wedge- 
shaped zone formed by the dish 2 and the ductor 
cylinder 1 is monitored by means of a capacltlve 
proximity switch 7 which is secured non- 
50 displaceably at an exactly set height position on a 
retaining plate 8. This capacitive proximity switch 7 
is connected through an electric lead 9 to a control 
device, which is not further Illustrated. 
When an ink shortage is ascertained the control 

55 device switches on the quantity-regulating pump as 
Illustrated in Figure 3, which pump conducts the ink 
byway of distributor conduits 11 to two tubular ink 
supply nozzles 1 2 which are directed from above on 
to the centre of the wedge-shaped space between 

60 the dish 2 and the ductor cylinder 1 . The two ink 
supply nozzles lie equidistant from the capadtive * 
proximity switch 7 and their distance from one 
another corresponds to about half of the length of 
the ductor cylinder 1 . The capacitlve proximity 

65 switch 7 is arranged above the upward swell 6 
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approximately in the middle of the duct r cylinder 1, 
ao that the two ink supply nozzles He approximately 
at a distance of one quarter of the length of the 
ductor cylinder from the end of the cylinder. 

70 As quantity-regulating pump there serves an ink- 
filled synthetic plastics cartridge 10 which is 
screwed, preferably In the vertical direction, into a 
distribution piece 13 by a threaded extension 12 
having an opening. The cartridge 10 is guided In a 

75 sheet metal housing 14 which Is laterally open so 
that the cartridge can be inserted from the side. The 
cartride possesses a piston 15 which can be adv- 
anced step by step, by a predetermined distance 
each time, by means of a piston rod 16 acting upon 

80 it whereupon the piston rod 1 6 re-engages In this 
piston. The displacement of the piston rod 16 is 
effected through a lever 18 pivotable about a spindle 
17, which lever is pivoted up and down In the 
direcdon of movement of the piston and in this 

85 movement effects a stroke of the piston rod by a 
predetermined distance. The piston rod Is than 
arrested again. The lever 18 is provided with a 
sphencal head 19 to which an electric drive motor 
(not shown) is attached with a crank rod. By way of 

90 example as electric drive motor there can be used a 
windscreen wiper motor known perse, which is 
connected so that on a control pulse it carries out 
one complete revolutulon and thus effects one 
complete upward and downward movement of the 

95 pivot lever 1 8, which effects the forward stepping of 
the piston rod 1 6 and of the piston 1 S by a 
predetermined distance. 

The piston rod 16 and the piston IS can be 
advanced step by step until the piston 15 reaches the 
100 end of the caitrldge 1 0. In this position the angled-off 
end of the piston rod, provided with a handle 20 and 
represented in chain lines in Figure 3, Is sKuated 
above the end switch 21 « which Is connected by way 
of example so that in the posidon as shown in Figure 
105 3 It maintains the current supply to the drive motor. 
As soon as the pieton rod has reached the position 
illustrated in chain lines in Figure 3, the end switch 
21 opens and interrupts the current supply to the 
drive motor, so that the latter can no longer be 
110 switched on. Then the control device must comprise 
an Indicator which indicates to the operator that the 
cartridge must be replaced* For this purpose a 
locking device 22 acting upon the detent system of 
the piston rod 16 must be actuated, whereupon the 
115 piston rod 1 6 can be retracted Into its initial position. 
Then the empty cartridge 10 must be replaced by a 
full one, so that then the apparatus is again ready for 
operation* 

As may be seen from Figures 2 and 3, the 
120 distributor conduits contain screw connections so 
that they can be dismantled and rf necessary 
cleaned, relatively simply. 

The control device which controls the drive motor 
(not shown) Is connected to the capacitlve sensor 7 
125 through the electric lead 9. This control device 
contains a timing element which ensures that eva- 
luation of the signal of the capacitlve sensor 7 
always takes place with a time delay, This time delay 
is selected firstly so that replenishment of printing 
130 ink takes place only when the upward swell 6 which 
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builds up remains so far below the capacftive sensor 
that this swell then leads to a signal Indicating the 
lack of ink. Moreover the time delay efenaent is set so 
that it instigates a supply of Ink only when the 
5 printing mechanism of the offset apparatus is 
switched on over a period of at least 30 seconds, so 
that overdosage of printing ink in the case of a short 
run is reliably precluded, 
tt is of constructional Importance that the utilised 

10 capacltlve sensor 7, formed ae a cylindrical pin, 
responds substantially only in the case of interval 
variations which occur In extension of Its longitudin- 
al axis, which is directed towards the upward swell 6. 
Thus it becomes possible to arrange the sensor 7 

15 reiativdiy close beside the ductor cylinder 1, namely 
at a distance which is less than the possible switch- 
ing distance between the sensor 7 and the upward 
swell. 
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proximity switch only with a time delay after the 
switching on of the apparatus for an evaluation. 

8. A device as claimed in Claim 1 substantially as 
described herein with reference to and as illustrated 
70 by the accompanying drawings. 
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1. Device forthe quantity-regulated supply of ink 
to a ductor cylinder of an offset printing machine 
which dips into an ink bath to which there is 

25 connected an apparatus for the addition of regulated 
quantities of ink which Is controlled by an apparatus 
for monitoring the level of the ink bath by means of a 
distance sensor, characterised in that as distance 
sensor a capacitive proximity switch {7) is provled, 

30 2. Device according to Claim 1 , characterised In 
that the proximity switch (7) is associated with a 
region of the Ink bath where an upward swell (6) of 
the ink develops when the ductor cylinder is in 
rotation. 

35 3. Device according to Claims 1 and 2, characte- 
rised in that the proximity switch (7) is arranged 
centrally between two ink supply nozzles (12) which 
are arranged at a distance from one another which 
corresponds at least approximately to half the length 

40 of the ductor cylinder (1), 

4. Device according to Claim 4, characterised in 
that the ink supply nozzles (12) are connected 
through preferably replaceable distributor conduits 
(11) to a quantity-regulating pump. 

45 5. Device according to Claim 4, characterised in 
that as quantity-regulating pump there serves a 
replaceable cartridge (10) which contains a piston 
(1 5) which can be advanced step by step, by a 
predetermined distance each time, by means of an 

50 advancerdevice(16. 18). 

6. Device according to Claim 5, characterised in 
that the advancer device comprises a piston rod (16) 
which is held by means of a detent device, ts 
connectable with the piston (15) of the cartridge (10) 

55 and Is connected to an advancer drive system. 

7. Device according to Claim 6, characterised in 
that with the piston rod (16) there is associated an 
end switch (21 ) which responds to the maximum 
advance position and intervenes In the advancer 

60 drive. 

8. Device according to at least one f Claims 1 to 
7, characterised in that the control apparatus of the 
advancer drive system, which apparatus is con- 
nected to the proximity switch (7), is equipped with a 

65 timing element which liberates the signal of the 
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